S A M P L E   L E T T E R   T O M E P 
Dear __________ MEP

Re: Importation and euthanasia of a consignment of caiman crocodiles in Cyprus

I write to you regarding the importation of 20 baby spectacled caiman crocodiles into Cyprus and their subsequent euthanasia in late 2010. An independent report (please see attached), commissioned by the Animal Protection Agency (APA) into the events that led up to the destruction of these animals raises several serious outstanding concerns.

The 15cm long crocodiles arrived in Larnaca airport, Cyprus, from the Netherlands and were held in the custody of the veterinary services. Despite professional enquiries, no details were provided by the Cypriot authorities as to the husbandry provisions for these animals at the airport. Allegedly the importer, a pet shop owner, did not have permission to keep and sell the animals as pets and it is reported that he was asked to take charge of the animals before they were returned to the Netherlands. This did not happen and the animals were euthanized by a method known to cause pain and suffering.

The international trade in caiman crocodiles is legal and subject to the provisions of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) where the species is listed on CITES Appendix II. As a party to CITES, Cyprus is obliged to ensure that animal welfare is safeguarded whilst animals are in its care and CITES has powers to oversee Member States’ actions in this regard. The CITES Secretariat, however, elected to take no action on the issue.

I would therefore like to request that you use your influence to ensure that the European Commission investigates this matter. In particular, with regard to the manifest secrecy and lack of cooperation by the Cypriot authorities and the conduct of the CITES Secretariat in electing not to intervene based on the evidence provided to it.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

(your name)

