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Brighton, East Sussex BN1 1AL

Victims of trade
Parrots are loud,
messy and very
demanding. It’s a
sad fact that most
people who buy a
parrot get more than
they bargained for
when they realise
how much time and
expense is involved.
For instance, a trip
to a specialist avian vet or behaviourist can put a severe
strain on the purse strings. As a result, most parrots soon
outstay their welcome. Many are neglected or discarded,
causing untold misery, and some abandoned parrots end up
in overcrowded rescue shelters. 

Meanwhile, there is an expanding industry in captive-bred
parrots. Some profit-driven breeding methods can result in
long-term suffering for the birds.

Do you still want to keep a parrot?
Keeping a parrot is a major responsibility and could be a very
long-term commitment. We hope that we have dissuaded
you from getting a parrot. But if you know someone who
won’t listen and is determined to keep a captive parrot then
contact APA for advice on offering a home to one that has
been rescued.

01273 674253
info@apa.org.uk
www.apa.org.uk

APA is part of ENDCAP – a European network of animal
welfare organisations and wildlife professionals seeking an
end to the keeping of wild animals in
captivity for human entertainment. For more
information, visit www.endcaptivity.org
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We need your help
• Join the Animal Protection Agency – a dynamic, effective

and fast-moving campaign group, which is saving wildlife
the world over. We aim to achieve real results but can
only do this with your help. 

• Consider donating regularly to our work. A standing order
would help us greatly to plan ahead. All funds that we
receive are used strategically and targeted where it
matters to make a lasting difference for animals and the
environment.

• Become an APA Volunteer. APA would not exist without
dedicated volunteers who campaign and fundraise on
our behalf. Please contact us for more information.

#
Standing Order
Name & address of your bank ___________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

____________________ Postcode _________________________

Sort code _____________________________________________

Please make payments and debit my/our Account number

______________________________________________________
in accordance with the following details:
Pay the Alliance and Leicester Commercial Bank, BBAM,
Bridle Road, Bootle, Merseyside, G1R 0AA (72-00-05) for the
account of APA (a/c no. 69435188) the sum of

£ __________ payment to be made on the __________ day of
each month/year* until further notice. *delete as appropriate

Signature _____________________________________________

Date __________________________________________________

Please return to APA, not to your bank 



Born to be wild
Parrots are wild animals, and retain wild instincts

whether born in captivity or not. In the wild, parrots live in
large flocks and have complex social relationships. Captive
parrots need to exercise, fly and play, eat a wide variety of
foods and live in a stimulating environment.

Rage against 
the cage!

Parrots should NOT be kept in
cages. If they’re not in large
aviaries with other birds,
parrots will depend on human
company for most of the day.
They cannot be left alone for
more than a couple of hours.
An under-stimulated or lonely
parrot can resort to loud
screaming, biting or even
plucking out its own feathers.

Life in the old parrot yet
Parrots may live for approximately 80 years. The skilful

and dedicated supervision that parrots need means that
caring for a parrot is like caring for a toddler… but for the rest
of your life! In many cases, taking on a parrot is not only a
lifelong commitment but arrangements have to be made for
the parrot following its keeper’s demise. 

A little knowledge is a
dangerous thing 

A lot of websites, care-sheets and guidebooks contain
misleading, and sometimes even dangerous, advice on parrot
husbandry. Good quality information can be found in scientific
publications and a lot of reading up is needed in order to
learn how to provide even basic care for any parrot species.

Not to be sneezed at 
Some parrot

diseases can pose a serious
threat to human, as well as
bird, health. Psittacosis,
commonly known as parrot
fever, is just one of the
numerous diseases that
people can catch from
captive birds. Symptoms of
psittacosis in humans are
similar to flu and the
disease is potentially lethal
to children under five,
pregnant women, the
elderly and anyone who is
immuno-compromised.

Bird flu 
Captive-bred parrots are at a low risk of catching or spreading
bird flu. However, attending public bird shows or similar events
(including live poultry shows and markets) is not advisable if
you keep any captive birds. Bird keepers should avoid mixing
with unfamiliar birds or other keepers that could transmit the
virus to their home. You may also transmit microbes yourself –
for instance, on your hands, clothes and hair.

Yes, I want to join the 
Animal Protection Agency and
help stop the trade in wild
animals as pets

Title _____ First name __________________________________

Surname ______________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

____________________ Postcode _________________________

Age (if 17 or under) __________

Email _________________________________________________

Tel: ___________________________________________________

Subscription costs
q Waged £15     q Unwaged £10     q Overseas £20
q Joint £25     q Life £250

I wish to make a donation of £ __________

Total enclosed £ __________
q I enclose a cheque/postal order (payable to APA)

OR please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Switch/Solo (please delete)

Card number

Expiry date ____/____ Switch issue no.(if applicable) _______
OR you can also give by standing order. Please see over. 

Please return to Animal Protection Agency
Brighton Media Centre, 15-17 Middle Street 
Brighton, East Sussex BN1 1AL
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Looking after a parrot is extremely demanding – even for an expert.
If you, or anyone you know, may be thinking of buying a parrot, then
here are our top 5 facts to be carefully considered:


